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department shall not charge the costs of such services to the employer's
account.

Passed the House April 24, 1985.
Passed the Senate April 22, 1985.
Approved by the Governor May 16, 1985.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 16, 1985.

CHAPTER 338
[Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 10851

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRIES-PROMPT ACTION ON CLAIMS
AND BILLINGS

AN ACT Relating to prompt actions by the department of labor and industries; amending
RCW 51.36.080; and adding a new section to chapter 51.28 RCW.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
Sec. 1. Section 55, chapter 289, Laws of 1971 ex. sess. and RCW 51-

.36.080 are each amended to read as follows:
MI All fees and medical charges under this title shall conform to reg-

ulations promulgated by the director and shall be paid within sixty days of
receipt by the department of a proper billing in the form prescribed by de-
partment rule or sixty days after the claim is allowed by final order or
judgment, if an otherwise proper billing is received by the department prior
to final adjudication of claim allowance. The department shall pay interest
at the rate of one percent per month, but at least one dollar per month,
whenever the payment period exceeds the applicable sixty-day period on all
proper fees and medical charges.

Beginning in fiscal year 1987, interest payments under this subsection
may be paid only from funds appropriated to the department for adminis-
trative purposes. A record or payments made under this subsection shall be
submitted twice yearly to the commerce and labor committees of the senate
and the house of representatives and to the ways and means committees of
the senate and the house of representatives.

Nothing in this section may be construed to require the payment of in-
terest on any billing, fee, or charge if the industrial insurance claim on
which the billing, fee, or charge is predicated is ultimately rejected or the
billing, fee, or charge is otherwise not allowable.

(2) The director may establish procedures for selectively or randomly
auditing the accuracy of fees and medical billings submitted to the depart-
ment under this title.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 51.28
RCW to read as follows:
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An employer shall be promptly notified by the department when it has
determined that a worker of that employer is entitled to compensation un-
der RCW 51.32.090. Notification shall include, in nontechnical language,
an explanation of the employer's rights under this title.

Passed the House April 24, 1985.
Passed the Senate April 22, 1985.
Approved by the Governor May 16, 1985.
Filed in Office of Secretary of State May 16, 1985.

CHAPTER 339
[Substitute House Bill No. 10841

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

AN ACT Relating to vocational rehabilitation; amending RCW 51.32.095; adding new
sections to chapter 51.32 RCW; creating a new section; repealing RCW 51.41.005, 51.41.010,
51.41.020, 51.41.030, 51.41.040, 51.41.050, 51.41.060, 51.41.070, 51.41.080, 51.41.090, and
51.41.100; and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the vocational re-

habilitation program created by chapter 63, Laws of 1982, has failed to as-
sist injured workers to return to suitable gainful employment without undue
loss of time from work and has increased costs of industrial insurance for
employers and employees alike. The legislature further finds that the ad-
ministrative structure established within the industrial insurance division of
the department of labor and industries to develop and oversee the provision
of vocational rehabilitation services has not provided efficient delivery of
vocational rehabilitation services. The legislature finds that restructuring the
state's vocational rehabilitation program under the department of labor and
industries is necessary.

Sec. 2. Section 10, chapter 14, Laws of 1980 as last amended by sec-
tion 2, chapter 70, Laws of 1983 and RCW 51.32.095 are each amended to
read as follows:

M1) One of the primary purposes of this title is ((the rmtuatio, of the
injuied worker)) to enable the injured worker to become employable at
gainful employment. To this end, the department or self-insurers shall uti-
lize the services of individuals and organizations, public or private, whose
experience, training, and interests in vocational rehabilitation and retraining
qualify them to lend expert assistance to the supervisor of industrial insur-
ance in such programs of vocational rehabilitation((, retriinIg, - d j.
placement)) as may be reasonable to ((qualify the worker fo1 .zinpoyrnent))
make the worker employable consistent with his or her physical and mental
status. Where, after evaluation and recommendation by such individuals or
organizations and prior to final evaluation of the worker's permanent dis-
ability and in the sole opinion of the supervisor or supervisor's designee,
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